high methane liberation in the mine.  Respon-
dent argues that the requirement is onerous
and that it has not been enforced by MSHA
prior to 1984.  Neither of these arguments can
affect the interpretation of the wording of
the plan, and I reject them.

MSHA's Testimony and Evidence

With regard to Order No. 2482922, issued in civil penalty
Docket No. SE 85-62 and contest Docket No. SB 85-36-R, Order
No. 2482911 issued in civil penalty Docket No. SE 85-124, and
Order No, 2346556, issued in SE 85-123, the parties agreed
that MSHA need not present testimony from the inspectors who
issued those orders since their testimony would be the same as
the inspector who issued Order No. 2481092 in civil penalty
Docket No. SE 85-109.  The parties agreed that all of these
orders present common issues of the application and enforce-
ment of mandatory standard section 75.316, and the respon-
dent's ventilation plan (Tr. 90-92; 256-258).

MSHA Inspector Judy McCormick confirmed that she
inspected the No. 7 Mine on April 8, 1985, and issued Order
No. 2481092, (Docket No, SE 85-109).  She identified exhibit
G-3 as a sketch of the underground scene and confirmed that
it accurately portrays the condition she cited.  She stated
that coal was being mined at the point shown by an "X" on the
sketch and that the violation occurred at point "Y" where the
face had been penetrated.  The line curtain depicted by the
dotted line was located 19 feet outby that "Yn face, and
since the ventilation plan required that the curtain be main-
tained to within 10 feet of all faces, she issued the
violation (Tr, 96).

Ms. McCormick stated that the hazard presented in not
having the curtain to within 10 feet of a face is the possi-
bility of methane accumulations at the IfY" face, and she noted
the direction of the air ventilating the entry by the arrows
shown on the sketch (Tr. 98). 'She confirmed that the ventila-
tion plan, exhibit G-l, at page 10, requires that a minimum
of 17,000 cubic feet of air reach the end of the line brattice
where coal is being cut.  Since coal was not being cut at the
"Y" face, only 7,000 cubic feet of air was required at that
location (Tr. 98-99).

On cross-examination r Ms. McCormick stated that she made
a methane test and found less than one percent of methane at
the "Y" face, and she confirmed that her interpretation of
the plan was made to prevent a potential buildup of methane,

574use the No. 1 Mine "was mining out" (Tr. 110-112).
